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The University of Kansas City 
Kansas City, Missouri 


OFFICE OF 
THE PRESIDENT 


October 18, 1954 


Dear Mr. Dulles: 


The University of Kansas City is very much 
interested in establishing a Russian Center, as 
described in the attached Prospectus. 


I have been informed that the Central In- 
telligence Agency might be interested in such a 
project. If so, would you kindly let me know 
under what circumstances. 


Sincerely yours, 


Earl J/' McGrath 
President 


Mr . Allen Dulles 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Washington, D.C. 
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Pit'Jiii. 


G.AiC&tfilHl} A RjiSSi.Aw SfuBiJia Gk&'fJSh 


This proposal concern b tho development at the * nlvereity of 
Kansas City of a Russian Studies Center to stimulate ar d aid the study 
of ail aspects of Hussion society in high schools, colleges and un iver- 
sities, and adult organisations. While certain phases of the Carter * s 
work nay he directed primarily at stimulating and servicing the study 
of the IJ.S.S. E* by Mid-West institutions and organisation® , other- phases 
—such as the development of study units for high schools— can bf directed 
at wider, perhaps national, institutions and groups. 

An emotional approach to soviet society is danrerous. Qul/ 
scholarly and eoraprel tensive knowledge (based on primary sources) of 
trie varied aspects of Soviet life and policies can provide a strung 
.foundoti n for wise decisions. Although a few centers of Russian studios 
exist, they are mainly- in the last. toroovor, they are dedicat *i almost 
exclusively to research or academic training wititin the universities* 

And yet, it is precisely in the Mid-West that the: need for widespread, 
unbiased knowledge is the greatest. 

In fulfilling its tasks, the Center would develop such activities 
as the following* 

1. The education of adults in tna area of Russian otudi- s through* 


— —cooperation witn adult education agencies t. such as t» e Greater 
Kansas City Adult Education Association and the American foundation for 
Political Education) in the development of programs, in providing consulta- 
tive a*id leadership services, and in training adult discussion 1 adere. 

— organising lectures, institutes, conferences and non-credit 

courses. 

——developing materials for the mass ntedia radio programs, 

newspaper articles). 

2. The education of high school students in the area of Russian 
Studies through* 

— developing and providing stud,/ asvd resource units, materials, 
arid bibliographies. 

——providing consultative and other services for school systems. 

—stimulation of and appropriate cjoaoerafion with ; higher eduoa- 
tionai institutions w uch liraln high sciiool teachers. (Our own iScbool of 
Education is already .akin - e w steps in this direction. ) 

—analysis of current high school 
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3. The educate >n if college students tn toe area of Russian 
studies tiLrough* 

-—conducting and puollshing tan results of rensaroh, particu- 
larly in fields and topics which are not the ob.lect of existing research. 

——expanding Russian studies an our own general education pro— 
ffhara and in the various Divisions and Schools of the tniversity^and stim- 
ulating Russian Studies at other higher educational institutions. 

— contributing to the education of scholars 1st the field of 
Russian Studies. 

hm Maintaining a research ar.d service Horary and a materials 
center (maps, films, fugitive material, diagrams, etc). The collection 
will place special stress on foreign publications— Russian, Chinese, other 
Iran Curtain countries, and i ; e©tern European countries. 

5* .>up, lying information cor coming different aspects of Soviet 

life (agriculture, technology, raediciiis, Industry, art, literate ro, etc.) 
to instituti na and persons having an interest in some special area or 
problem* 

6. Publishing a Russian digest constating of translatitaa and 
summaries of, or extracts from, important articles, documents ar I books 
in all areas of Russian Studies. & s Digest will or tribute to the ful- 
fillment of trie aims liatad above. 

The initial faculty and staff might ire ude about six scholars 
who would, taken together, cover the areas of language and literature, sexenue, 
politics, economics, sociolo«jy and anthropology, pbil-u;ophy, as 3 cultural 
institutions, k head librarian would be needed. In addition, it would bo 
desirable to have & number of scholarships and fellowships available to 
promote toe training of specialists in the several area* of bovi d. Studies. 
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